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 A Message 
From Your Commissioner

Hello to everyone in our great county!  I hope you have not melted, and that you had a blast on 
the Fourth of July. Another farm tour has come and gone, and everyone enjoyed each venue; some 
were very educational, and several very TASTY.

I would like to thank everyone involved in setting up the tour at each location we visited. The motor 
coaches were quite a surprise (a huge improvement over school buses with the windows down).  
I think the tour committee is on to something here.  As we rode through the farming end of our 
county, viewing the fields of new vegetation growing in abundance from farm to farm, for a few 
moments you could take your focus off the tragedy that has been dominating each of our lives 
for the past 80 days. You could talk about blueberries, watermelons and crape myrtle.  This is what 
each of us need, as the oil spill continues to monopolize our lives we must support each other.  We 
will work to overcome this disaster just as we have with hurricanes or floods, and we will continue 
to work together to keep our quality of life intact.

Other events in East Milton and district two include the opening of the Blackwater Correctional 
Facility (new jobs for our area), Hackney Food Distribution, and the addition of another railroad 
spur in our industrial park.

Soon construction will begin at Whiting Aviation Park on the taxi way to connect the 6,000 foot 
runway with the new park; this “through the fence” agreement with the Department of Defense 
provides the county with not only use of the runway, but also the control tower. This will grow more 
future job markets for our citizens as we build an aviation related arm to economic development.   

East Milton is in a position to see more growth as Army Special Forces continue to move to the 
north side of Eglin Air Force Base, and as your commissioner I am working to inform these new 
families of the availability of homes and business sites in our area.

Another big event, we can now say “I’m going to run up to the GROCERY STORE!” Yes, it is open and 
according to the grocer they are doing well, they have a great meat department, so support your 
community and stop by.

So, let’s all do our part to help each other.  Do not let the oil spill beat us down, and remember a 
cold watermelon will help bring out a smile.
 
                                                                                                                                                                 Warm regards,

Bob Cole, District 2 Commissioner
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Main Street Milton First Friday

Historic Downtown Milton comes alive during Main Street Milton First Friday! Businesses stay open 
till 8 p.m. providing a great opportunity to shop, eat and have a great time.  Held the first Friday of  
every month. Explore quaint shops, antiques, art galleries, churches, and restaurants all in walking 
distance.  Downtown Milton is the scene for artists and crafters. Car club of the month and a no-
admission “Cruise-In Meet and Greet”  are open to all auto/motorcycle enthusiasts. 

Meander through the streets lined with charming historical homes to find dining, shopping and 
live music options, or stroll along the Riverwalk Park and Santa Rosa County Veterans Memorial  
Plaza located on the banks of the beautiful Blackwater River. It’s your night to discover “Historic 
Downtown Milton”.
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Economic Development remains a priority for District 
Two.  TEAM Santa Rosa is working to facilitate economic 
growth and job creation through the county commission.  
Several projects are culminating this summer.  GEO 
Group is getting ready to open its doors for business, 
H.T. Hackney will begin operating out of the Santa Rosa 
Industrial Park in July, and Project Snake Eyes is on the 
cusp of becoming a done deal.  The district is growing 
and we have a lot to celebrate.  With all the exciting 
new progress in District Two, I have to also mention the 
season’s agricultural bounty.  The Community Supported 
Agriculture program is thriving and can hardly keep up 
with demand.  Local farmers are working to supply CSA 
shareholders with the fresh local produce they crave. 
 
The new correctional facility is built and will start 
accepting inmates in early October at the rate of 150 per 
week until full capacity is reached at 2,000 inmates.  This 
handsome economic development project is bringing 
more than 350 badly needed jobs to the East Milton 

Above: The Blackwater Correctional Facility 
operated by the GEO Group. 

The new H.T. Hackney Company distribution facility 
located in the Santa Rosa Industrial Park. 

Economic Development in Santa Rosa County
area- and the jobs are good ones.   More than $24 million in 
annual wages and benefits will be generated at the facility 
once it is at full capacity, and the overall annual impact of the 
unit will be more than $30 million plus.  

Another company bringing jobs to East Milton is H.T. Hackney.   
Construction on their new facility in the Santa Rosa Industrial 
Park is complete.  The company is one of Santa Rosa’s targeted 
industries, performing operations in the field of logistics and 
transportation.  Jobs at Hackney also pay 15 percent above 
average wage and consist of drivers, warehouse workers and 
mechanics.  Hackney is a food distributor serving parts of 
Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and Louisiana by transporting 
products including milk, ice cream, groceries, snacks, water, 
juices and tobacco to convenience and grocery stores as well 
as pharmacies.  The new distribution center is set to open 
this month.

Project Snake Eyes is being finalized this summer as well.  This 
project means more than 1,000 jobs to Santa Rosa County.  
Snake Eyes is a national information technology company 
and will bring Santa Rosa County over $30 million in annual 
wages.  A formal announcement about this project is likely 
coming in the next few weeks.

This update would not be complete without mentioning 
the success of one of the latest community programs in 
our county.  The Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
program, operated by Panhandle Fresh Marketing Association 
through TEAM Santa Rosa Economic Development Council, 
has been very well received this summer.  Over 70 people are 
participating in the program, which provides fresh local fruits 
and vegetables to shareholders each week.  The first season of 
the program is about to end, but season two is on its heels, to 
begin on August 21st.  Our local farmers are getting to know 

their customers and folks 
in Santa Rosa County are 
getting large quantities 
of beautiful fresh produce 
each week.  If you want 
to become a shareholder, 
v is i t  Pa n h a n d l e Fre s h .
com, you can’t beat the 
deal.

Summer 2010 has been 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  s t ro n g, 
and we look forward to 
many more wins as we 
transition into fall in the 
next couple of months.  

                                                                            
Submitted by:  

TEAM Santa Rosa
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On Wednesday, July 7, over 200 local 
officials and area citizens participated 
in the 44th Annual Santa Rosa County 
Farm Tour. The day-long bus tour 
began at  the Count y Ex tension 
Office with a delicious continental 
breakfast provided by Three Rivers 
RC& D Council  and prepared by 
The Rose Bowl. Before boarding the 
buses participants enjoyed walking 
through the Extension Demonstration 
Gardens. The Gardens, maintained 
by the Extension Office and Santa 
Rosa County Master Gardeners, are 
a cooperative effort to provide the 
community with a living classroom to 
research, teach, and showcase plants 
suited to the local area.

Th e  f i r s t  s top on the  tour  was 
Lundy Berry Patch in the Allentown 
Community which is owned and 
operated by Herb and Gynelle Lundy. 
At the Berry Patch, participants got 
to taste a sampling of the 28 different 
varieties of blueberries that the 
Lundys raise in their six acre patch. 
 
After a quick refreshment stop at 
Central High School hosted by the 
Santa Rosa County Farm Bureau, 
the group headed to Panhandle 
Growers. Panhandle Growers is a 
250 acre wholesale nurser y that 
produces quality landscaping trees 
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44th Annual Santa Rosa County Farm Tour

such as crape myrtles,  magnolias, 
a n d  o a k s  f o r  b u s i n e s s  n e e d s 
throughout the Southeast. Owners 
John Davie and Glen Strange guided 
the group through the nursery and 
demonstrated how trees are dug from 
the field and prepped for shipment. 
 
Next, it was off to the Chumuckla 
Farmers’ Opry for lunch and a visit to the 
Opry House Garden. Fresh vegetables 
are grown at the House Garden and 
make meals at the Farmers’ Opry a 
true Southern culinary experience. 
 
A highlight of the tour was recognition 
of the John Salter Family as “Outstanding 
Farm Family of the Year”. John and 
his wife Stacy accepted the award 
from County Commissioners  Bob 
Cole and Don Salter during the lunch 

program at the Opr y House. 
Congressman Jeff Miller then 
presented the Salter family with 
a copy of a resolution which he 
had read before the U.S. House of 
Representatives honoring them 
for their accomplishments. John 
is a fourth generation farmer who 
started farming with his dad in 
1980. Today the Salters farm 850 
acres of cotton, peanuts, corn, 
and hay. The Salters are leaders in 
our county’s production of food 
and fiber and are active in various 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
 

A f t e r  l u n c h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  C o l e 
spoke to the group about alternative 

energy and how biofuel production 
can help support agriculture and 
reduce our dependence on foreign 
oil.  A panel of local farmers then 
answered questions from the audience 
on various aspects of agriculture 
 
Leaving the Farmers’ Opry, the tour 
group headed to the Jerr y Jones 
Farm, a large row crop and livestock 
farm near Jay.  At the Jones’ farm 
they saw various pieces of modern 
farm equipment and learned how 
they ’re used in the production of 
crops such as cotton and peanuts. 
 
The last stop of the day was the Bruce 
Holland Farm. There the tour goers 
sampled locally grown watermelons, 
cantaloupes, and boiled peanuts.

The tour was again deemed a huge 
success as participants all indicated 
they learned a lot about agriculture and 
its importance to the local economy. 
The Farm Tour is organized each year by 
the Santa Rosa Farm Tour Committee, 
comprised of representatives from 
various agricultural support agencies 
i n  t h e  c o u n t y,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d 
in cooperation with the Board of 
County Commissioners. Of course, 
the  tour  would  not  be  poss ib le 
without the help of numerous local 
supporters and corporate sponsors.     

Submitted by: Mike Donahoe, IFAS/
County Extension

Above:  A tree is removed and prepped 
for shipment at Panhandle Growers. 

The Jerry Jones Farm was one of the stops on the 2010 Farm Tour.
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“FARMING, FAMILY, AND FUN”,  is 
driving the vision for the addition of 
25 acres to East Milton’s Recreational 
Park providing for the development 
of a multi-use covered agricultural 
pavilion known as the “AGRI-PLEX”.  
Exp ec t ing East  M i l ton to  grow 
industrially, that Hwy 87 is likely 
to extend nor th to Whiting and 
South of Milton, and that affordable 
housing developments are approved 
in East Milton, its makes sense to 
have its recreational park grow as 
well.  Our side of the river is clearly 
the outdoor recreational side of the 
County and in some areas needs to 
remain that way.  The military uses 
much of the air space over the eastern 
portion District 2 and in these areas 
it is best if we encourage residential 
development into other parts of 
our District.  Southern Raceway is 

Senior Center Grant Project Complete with Ribbon Cutting
The Santa Rosa County Board of County Commissioners will celebrate the 
newly constructed office building and improvements made to the Bagdad 
Community Center with a ribbon cutting at 9 a.m., on Tuesday, July 27 at the 
Bagdad Community Center located at 6860 Pooley Street.  The new building 
will serve as the office for the Council on Aging of West Florida.  In addition to 
the new construction, improvements were made to the Bagdad Community 
Center including added window protection, a covered walkway between 
buildings, paving of the parking lot and the addition of a walking trail around 
the park.  The new additions and improvements have transformed the existing 
community center into a multi-service senior center.  Previously, services 
provided to seniors were scattered across the county, but this new location 
is centrally located making the center accessible to more senior citizens.  The 
project will provide approximately 25,000 residents over the age of 60 with 

much needed services.  The Bagdad Community Center – Senior Center Project was a county project made possible by 
a senior center fixed capital outlay grant through the Florida Department of Elder Affairs. 

The Santa Rosa County Board of County Commissioners, Locklin Technical Center and the Council on Aging of West Florida 
worked together to make this project a reality.  Locklin Tech students built the office building off site at the campus 
on Berryhill Road. Ninety-four students from various classes had an opportunity to work on the project which took six 
months to complete.  The 1,000-square-foot office building meets commercial standards and features two offices, one 
bathroom, a break room, recreation area, plenty of storage space, and is ADA compliant. Upon completion, the building 
was transported to the Bagdad Community Center and was installed complete with a handicap accessible ramp and 
walkway. Various county departments provided assistance in the completion of this project including engineering, public 
works, building inspections and permits, building maintenance, planning and zoning and grants. 

 The Council on Aging of West Florida will continue to offer senior activities from the Bagdad Community Center, Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Enhanced services include a congregate meal center, recreational activities, health 
screening, nutrition counseling services, emergency response and recovery assistance, prescription medicine assistance, 
housing programs, and case management.   

one of our County’s biggest tourist 
attractions.  Also, the Yellow River 
Ravines is a 10,000 acre addition to 
the State forest on the eastern side of 
District 2 that protects the military and 
provides for hiking, biking, hunting, 
c a m p i n g,  a n d  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g.   
 
For years we have known that Santa 
Rosa County had a large population 
o f  h o r s e s  b u t  re ce n t l y  we  h ave 
determined that they are over 14,000 
horses in our County with a combined 
economic impact of  over $80 million  
and  providing 3,000 jobs.  Most of the 
horses in our county are for recreational 
use, but do not forget we have world 
class barrel racing, Tennessee walking, 
jumping, dressage, halter, and roping 
horses.  For years many have commented 
about the need for a covered arena 
i n  E a s t  M i l to n  to  a cco m m o d a te 

larger equine events, truck shows, 
f l e a  m a r k e t s ,  f a r m e r s  m a r k e t s , 
outdoor festivals, fairs, and concerts.   
 
W e  a r e  e x p e c t i n g  t o  h a v e  a n 
expanded concession area that also 
allows for the processing of local 
produce commercially and allowing 
for residential use. In short, we are 
replacing the cannery that was lost in 
Berrydale.  We expect the “AGRI-PLEX” 
to be used Monday through Thursday 
for produce handling/food processing 
and on the weekends to grow tourism 
and recreation.  A site plan evaluation 
is underway, building specifications 
are soon to be ready, and economic 
impact projections are updating.  The 
future for East Milton is bright, jobs 
are coming,  outdoor playgrounds are 
protected, and construction is rising.

Submitted by:  Kyle Holley

Proposed Agriplex Update


